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GOD’S DYNAMITE 


**T am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: 


for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth.’’—Romans, 1 :16 


our word ‘“dynamite’’—and everyone knows what dynamite 

can do. 

The present period of history is called the “power age.” Yet 

mankind was never so helpless and afraid. Scientific machinery 
has developed instruments of power, first used to ease the burden of life, 
and now to destroy life at the mere flick of a finger. With these instru- 
ments of destruction dictatorial men have seized absolute power over 
masses of other men and force them to do their bidding. 


As the power of men and machines has increased, the power of God 
among men seems to have declined. Even preachers tell us that Christi- 
anity has lost its power. Yet God, the source of all power, cannot have 
failed. He is ever-present in the world and can always be made manifest 
from within the hearts of men. The kingdom of power, Jesus Christ 
taught, is ‘“‘within you.”’ This, in fact, supplies the answer to the whole 
problem. In religion and worldly matters men have been forced to give up 
this power within them to others outside them. Although Jesus Christ in- 
sisted that each redeemed man is his own priest, his own king, a very son 
of God, popes have continued to rob him of his priestly dignity and power 
in spiritual matters, just as tyrants and dictators have robbed him of his 
power in civil life. 


Protestants rightly proclaim the wonderful power of the Word of God 
in the Bible. But it is not enough merely to talk about that power of the 
Gospel. Its dynamic qualities must be channeled into the everyday events 
of each human life, and in this way positively affect the life of the nations. 


Never before has the world needed the effect of this spiritual dynamite 
striking forth from the individual heart and blasting away the fear, doubt 
and terror piled up by the control of power-drunk dictators. This manifes- 
tation alone can topple the dictators from their usurped positions, keep 
others from taking their place, and create that ‘“‘new heaven and new 
earth” which has been the vision of men down the ages. 


ji HE WORD for power in Greek is “dunamis,” from which we get 
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ef EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


POPE TO RISK LIFE TO PREVENT 
BOMBING OF ROME 


LTHOUGH Rome is admittedly a 
vital communications center of the 
Axis war machine (protected by 20,000 
German troops), the RAF has studious- 
ly avoided any attack on or near the 
city. The sole reason for this is the fear 
that damage to Rome would increase the 
resentment of Roman Catholics all over 
the world against the United Nations, 
especially if the safety of the pope him- 
self were in any way endangered. 


Of late, however, responsible spokes- 
men in England have complained at 
this immunity of Rome, and have been 
urging the destruction of military ob- 
jectives there with the same intensity 
as in Turin, Genoa and Naples. They 
pointed out that the Vatican stands on a 
hill and could be left unscathed as was 
the cathedral in Cologne. Pope Pius 
XII, who vigorously protested the RAF 
bombing of all Italian cities, communi- 
cated his concern about Rome to the 
British Minister to the Vatican on De- 
cember 4, after Mr. Churchill and other 
English broadcasters ‘‘promised’’ fur- 
ther ‘‘systematie and scientific’’ raids 
on Italy. 


A dispatch from Berne to the New 
York Times of the same date also re- 
ported that Pius XII was planning 
“‘to move to the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran in the center of the city.’’ It 
was plain that the pope, by thus threat- 
ening to leave the safe precincts of 
the Vatican to take up residence in the 
middle of the city of Rome, aimed to 
accomplish two things. In the first 


place, his action would strengthen the 
morale of Italians in their resistance to 
British bombing attacks; secondly, and 
more important, he would purposely 
place his own life in danger. This clev- 
er move would bring so much pressure 
from Catholics in America that the Brit- 
ish would be forced to abandon any at- 
tempt to bomb Rome. Nor can it be 
denied that immense harm would come 
to the cause of the United Nations if 
by chance the pope, who is revered by 
Catholies all over the world as ‘‘the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ,’’ were killed by 
a British bomb. 


The people of Rome have had cause. 
so far to boast that the pope is their 
best air-raid insurance. 


Or 


PROTESTANTS WAKE UP 


1E POLITICAL STRATEGY of 

the Roman Catholic church was 
never more openly brought to light 
than in its belated statement on ‘‘ Vic- 
tory and Peace’’ issued from Washing- 
ton in November by 102 bishops and 
archbishops of the United States. 


Ostensibly a declaration of patriot- 
ism, it was in reality a bid for govern- 
ment favor in return for lip service in 
support of America’s war effort. Hav- 
ing established a privileged position in 
the Nation’s capital, Catholic chureh 
leaders boldly took the offensive by de- 
manding that the government should 
put an end to Protestant activity in all 
of Latin America, giving as excuse that 
it is ‘‘a disturbing factor in our inter- 
national relations.’’ Since the wording 
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of their manifesto leads directly up to 
this demand, it is all too clear that their 
flag-waving is made to depend upon its 
fulfillment. 


It is encouraging, therefore, to know 
that Protestants have at last opened 
their eyes to this threat to religious 
freedom by the Roman Catholic church. 
The straightforward declaration of the 
Federal Council of Churches on Decem- 
ber 11, entitled ‘‘Our Heritage of Re- 
ligious Freedom,’’ is a document 
worthy of true Reformation Protes- 
tantism. It shows that American Prot- 
estants have awakened at last to this 
phase of the political double-dealing of 
the church of Rome. Elsewhere in this 
issue will be found the full text of this 
historic document. 


But there is another side to the ‘‘ pa- 
triotic’’ declaration of the Roman Cath- 
olie bishops that should not pass un- 
noticed. While their Roman Pontiff 
sits in the Vatican tied by solemn con- 
eordats to all the fascist dictators, these 
bishops in America pretend to place 
their church organization behind the 
war effort of the United Nations. They 
declare that the present ‘‘conflict of 
principles makes compromise impos- 
sible,’’ and jump on the bandwagon in 
democratic countries where Catholics 
are very much in the minority. In other 
words, the Catholic church professes to 
be democratic where it pays to be demo- 
eratic. But in Europe where Catholics 
are in the great majority and where 
Nazism and Fascism rule, Pius XII 
faithfully lives up to his agreements 
with the dictators. 


Who speaks for the Catholic church, 
the pope or his bishops-in America? The 
fact is they all work for the same end, 
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by playing one nation or set of nations 
against another, to the disregard of 
ethical principles and to the sole end 
that their church organization may out- 
live all conflicts and flourish within all 
the nations. Their one principle is that 
of the trick gambler: ‘‘Heads I win, 
tails you lose.’’ 
~~ 


FEARS OF CLERICO-FASCISM 


ONFIRMATION of our fears of 

clerico-fascism as a result of the 
favoring of Otto of Hapsburg by the' U. 
S. State Department came from Lon- 
don on December 19 by way of a special 
cable to the New York Times. Quoting 
the New Statesman and Nation, a week- 
ly liberal English magazine, it stated 
that, ‘‘The propertied conservative 
class in the United States, terrified of 
communism and socialism, tends to 
look on clerical fascism as the most 
hopeful alternative.’”’ 


This trend to a lesser Fascism after 
the defeat of Hitler and Mussolini is 
the only hope of the Catholic church, 
which is already demanding the main- 
tenance of the authoritarian regimes in 
Italy, Spain, Portugal and France as 
the price for any cooperation expected 
of the Vatican to get Italy out of the 
war soon and hasten the overthrow of 
Hitler. 


Helping the restoration of the Haps- 
burgs to the throne of the Holy Roman 
Empire in Europe is bad enough ; what 
irks our English friends more is the 
complacency of the American people in 
spite of their State Department’s favor- 
ing of the formation by the Hapsburgs 
of a ‘‘Free Austrian’’ unit in the Unit- 
ed States Army on American soil. 
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MSGR. SHEEN FIXES U. S. WAR GUILT 


POKESMEN for the Catholic 

ehurch continue to assert that 
America and England are as much to 
blame for the war as Italy, Germany 
and Japan. Chief among them is Msgr. 
Fulton J. Sheen who, in his Advent 
sermons at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York, stated that the only differ- 
ence is that whereas ‘‘ America, which 
has committed a mortal sin, can be for- 
given, Germany, which has sinned 
against the Holy Ghost, cannot be for- 
given.’’ Having made this obscure dis- 
tinction between America and Nazi 
Germany, he went on to complain about 
“‘the sameness of opinion about this 
war,’’ which he found everywhere he 
traveled in the United States since 
Pearl Harbor. He concluded that, as a 
result of this united opinion of the 
American people concerning the justice 
of their war against the Axis, in Amer- 
ica ‘‘ Christianity is more influenced by 
paganism than paganism by Christian- 
ity.”’ 


This reflects the true attitude of the 
Vatican which, to excuse its pretended 
neutrality, is on record as failing to see 
any more virtue in democracy than in 
Nazism and Fascism. In spite of the in- 
famy of the Japanese, it catered to Tok- 
yo and welcomed its ambassador with- 
in its bronze gates. 


The Catholic church’s general view 
of the war, as expressed by Msgr. Sheen, 
is that it is a ‘‘judgment of God’’ upon 
America, as on the rest of the world, 
for its failure to obey the dictates of the 


pope. The Jesuits in their magazine 
America (March 1, 1941) went so far 
as to picture Hitler and Mussolini in 
figurative language as the two ‘‘ Candle- 
stick-Men’’ of Revelation (chapter 
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11), who were sent by God to cleanse 
the world of its wickedness, but who 
were slain in the end because the liberal 
nations ‘‘ wanted their green earth and 
their blue sea and they would do every- 
thing to regain their world of ease but 
what the strangers wanted them to do.”’ 
It was made plain that what the ‘‘two 
strangers’’ wanted the democratic na- 
tions to do was to come back to the 
Catholic church. Because they refused, 
the two ‘‘Candlestick-Men’’ ‘‘ struck 
matches on the face of the waters, and 
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific and 
the Atlantic and Mare Nostrum (the 
Mediterranean| turned into blood.’’ 


Ever since the Reformation, the 
Catholic church has worked and 
schemed to turn the world back from 
freedom to dictatorship; nor will it 
cease to do so, even after the defeat of 
Hitler and Mussolini. 


BIBLE TOPS ALL BOOKS 


ESPITE the Nazis and the edicts 

of the popes against Protestant 
Bible societies, the Bible continues to 
outsell all other books, Mein Kampf 
and Gone With the Wind included. 


In 1941, the American Bible Society 
distributed over eight million copies of 
the Scriptures, and the 1942 figure is 
sure to exceed this. Two million copies 
of the New Testament are being special- 
ly prepared for soldiers, sailors and 
marines, and the Gideons (Christian 
Commercial Men’s Association) have 
purchased 4,000,000 Bibles for the sole 
use of the armed forces. 
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In Hitler’s Reich, the Bible is also 
the best seller, and, according to Die 
Furche, a Berlin publication, the de- 
mand for Bibles among German Prot- 
estants has increased from 50 to 70 per 
cent every year since 1934. 


--O-- 


‘THE CATHOLIC INTERNA- 
TIONAL’ 


HAT RABID pro-fascist magazine, 

The Catholic international, is with 
us again. It is publicly sold on the 
newsstands and distributed by The 
American News Company. 


We called attention to the first ap- 
pearance of this out-and-out Coughlin- 
ite, un-American Catholic magazine in 
our issue of September 1942. The only 
good thing we could say of it was that 
it seemed to have suspended publica- 
tion after the first issue. But a second 
issue appeared for Christmas with the 
announcement that, beginning with 
February 1943, it would become a re- 
gular monthly publication. Evidently 
its editors have secured the necessary 
backing and subsidy of Jesuit Catholic 
authorities. 


This second issue of The Catholic In- 
ternational bears the same sub-title as 
the first : ‘A magazine of Christian de- 
cency for the Christian home; pub- 
lished by Catholic laymen under cler- 
ical direction.’’ It continues its praise 
of the benefits that have come to the 
Catholic church in Nazi-conquered 
Europe. It singles out as the special 
target of its attacks the few ‘‘liberal’’ 
Catholics and Catholic periodicals in 
the United States who have dared to 
disagree with the official Catholic pro- 
fascist attitude toward Franco, Vichy 
France, British Imperialism, Mussolini, 
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et al, and blacklists them as ‘‘neutral 
Catholies.’’ 


It hews closely to the Coughlin line 
of abuse against everything American 
and builds up a case for Germany, 
Italy, Franeo Spain, Vichy France. It 
rants against America for having 
*‘pushed Christ out of our steaming, 
democratic world;’’ calls communism 
the ‘‘ American Antichrist,’’ and holds 
that ‘‘Christ has been expelled from 
our country ‘for the duration’ and has 
been displaced by the Devil.’’ ‘‘The 
specific Antichrist whom we must 
fight,’’ it declares (p. 6), ‘‘is not the 
Nazi Antichrist nor the Fascist Anti- 
christ, but the Harvard Antichrist.’’ It 
derides ‘‘Liberty’’ and the ‘‘ Rights of 
Man,’’ and wmockingly exclaims: 
‘*Down with Dictators and Dogmas!’’ 


This ‘‘ Catholic International’’ is one 
of several anti-American and pro-fas- 
cist Catholic periodicals that continue 
to circulate unmolested at this late date 
after Pearl Harbor. We shall have more 
to say about them in our next issue. 


“oO 


POPE’S MONEY TO JAPS 


THE STORY may be interpreted in 
different ways, but here are the facts 
given to us by the United Press in a 
report from Chungking to the New 
York ‘“‘Times” on November 21, 1942: 

Pope Pius XII “‘sent $100,000 from 
the Vatican to the Japanese authori- 
ties with instructions to distribute it 


among interned persons.”’ The Japs 
first wanted to keep all of it, but the 
pope “reluctantly agreed” to allow 
them to keep only $40,000 of it “for 
the Japanese army.” As a result, the 
Japanese were able to instruct news- 
papers and radio stations to report 


that: “The Pope sends $40,000 for 
the comfort of Japanese troops in 
recognition of our righteous mission.” 
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THE ROAD FROM ROME 


By J. J. Murpny 


(Sermon delivered by Dr. Murphy at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, October 4, 1942) 


I am here to address the peo- 

ple of Toronto. In these days, 

when many Protestants ap- 
pear to have lost the courage of their 
convictions, and tend to cringe before 
the arrogant pretensions of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, it does me honor 
to appear in the midst of true Protes- 
tants, such as you of Toronto, who cling 
faithfully to the God-given foundations 
cf your Christian faith. 


| is with extreme pleasure that 


You Protestants of Toronto are 
known to be tolerant. I congratulate 
you, for tolerance is a splendid virtue 
and the very cornerstone of our demo- 
cratic way of life. But one must be on 
one’s guard against an excess of any 
one moral quality, for virture lies in 
the middie, the golden mean, between 
two extremes. For instance, a person 
can have such an excess of kindhearted- 
ness that he imprudently wastes his 
money and becomes a foolish spend- 
thrift. So, too, with tolerance. Fine as 
tolerance is, it would be foolish to be 
tolerant to the extent that you think 
nothing worth defending, to the extent 
that you stand by quietly, without pro- 
test, while the very foundations of your 
Protestant, democratic way of life are 
being destroyed before your eyes. We 
must not become appeasers and back- 
sliders. We must be virile, vital Prot- 
estants with the courage of our con- 
victions, with the will and determina- 
tion to counter any and all undue ag- 
gression that threatens the things we 
stand for. This, my friends, is the basic 


reason for my presence here in To- 
ronto and for my address this coming 
Tuesday night in Massey Hall. 


It should not be surprising that I, a 
converted Catholic priest, should ad- 
dress you this morning on this topic. As 
you well know, Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, 
Knox (after whom your church is 
named), and many great figures of the 
Protestant Reformation were former 
Roman Catholic priests. Even outside 
of Protestantism many leaders in the 
field of learning and letters were men 
who broke with the corruption of Rome, 
like Erasmus in the Renaissance, like 
De Lamennais, Renan, Loisy in France, 
Bartoli in Italy, Count von Hoensbroch 
and Doellinger in Germany, Crowley, 
Sullivan, and O’Connor (founder of 
Christ’s Mission) in the United States, 
Chiniquy in Canada, and countless oth- 
ers whom I have not time to mention, 
whose lives are outlined in the well- 
authenticated book, ‘‘Why 854 Priests 
Left the Church of Rome.’’ There are 
many alive today, many more leaving 
the Roman Catholic church each year, 
most of whom find it safer to remain 
unknown if they are to retain their jobs 
and escape economic persecution. For 
it is an undeniable fact that any former 
Catholic priest who makes known his 
conversion from the priesthood and 
doctrines of Rome singles himself out 
for unfounded, intolerant attacks on his 
character and the motives of his con- 
version. 


Within the brief time still at my 
disposal I would like to sketch for you 
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this morning my own experiences in 
the Roman Catholic priesthood and the 
reasons why I left it. 

I became a priest entirely of my own 
accord. Given the convictions of Roman 
Catholic youth, the decision to become 
a priest is the logical conclusion of 
many a high-minded young man who 
believes that the soul is more important 
than the body, that the Roman Catholic 
church is the one and only true church 
founded by Jesus Christ, that it is an 
ideal and godly work to devote one’s 
life to working for the salvation of 
others. 


Dr. Murphy at the age of 20 when he 
entered a Benedictine monastery in 1924. 
YEARS OF STUDY AND TRAVEL 
After many years of study I obtained 
my doctorate in theology in Rome and 
was ordained there. I had wide exper- 
ience in all branches of priestly work, 
teaching, preaching, parish work, hos- 
pital work, organizing of youth clubs, 
professorship of theology in a Catholic 
university, diplomatic work and asso- 
ciations in the inner circles of the hier- 


archical organization. I made first- 
hand observations of the Roman Cath- 
olic church in most of the countries of 
Europe and many other countries of 
the world, including foreign-mission 
countries. I lived for years within the 
shadow of the Vatican and learned the 
inside workings of the Roman Curia. 
Not one priest in ten thousand has had 
such wide experience within the priest- 
hood, and the average parish priest has 
not had even a fraction of it. 


GLIMMERINGS OF LIGHT 

Throughout the years of my training 
for the priesthood, as I got deeper into 
theology, doubts began to enter my 
mind as to the claims of the Roman 
Catholic church. The deeper I went in 
to the theology, the less foundation I 
found for these claims. The doubts in- 
ereased in number and intensity in my 
studies after ordination. You may ask 
why I did not follow these doubts 
through at once until I found a solu- 
tion. The answer is simple. Because as 
a good Roman Catholic I was forbidden 
under pain of grievous sin and eternal 
damnation to entertain these doubts in 
my mind. I was forced to take every 
possible measure to banish them. This 
struggle between my reason and my 
blind faith went on from year to year 
until the strength of my own conscience, 
enlightened by divine grace, convinced 
me that God could not possibly demand 
assent to such unreasonable beliefs, and 
that, unless I wished to live as a hypo- 
erite, teaching what I no longer believ- 
ed, I would have to resign from the 
priesthood and the Roman Catholic 
church. 


INCREASING DISSILLUSIONMENT 


Parallel with my growing doubts, 
while I was inside the Roman Catholic 
church, was my increasing disillusion- 
ment with the aims and practices of 
the man-made organization of this 
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church. Corruption in the Roman 
Curia, ambition and money-seeking 
within the ranks of the hierarchy, elas- 
tie moral principles that made the end 
justify the means (such as the papal 
blessing of Franco’s rebellion and Mus- 
solini’s rape of Ethiopia), the fostering 
of ignorance and grossest superstition 
in countries like Italy, Spain and South 
America—these and a thousand other 
bitter realistic disillusions proved a 
mockery of the Roman Catholic chureh, 
as it had appeared to me from the out- 
side when I pictured it with the naiveté 
of idealistic youth. Worst delusion of 
all was the intellectual dishonesty of 
Catholic theologians and historians, 
especially of the Jesuits, who distorted 
facts and made false proofs to defend 
the church and its man-made doctrines. 


The strain of years of doubt and 
disillusion was intense and gruelling. 
But my conversion to evangelical Chris- 
tianity was as direct and unpretentious 
as the Gospel itself. It was simply that 
I found myself divested of all the fan- 
tastic, man-made beliefs that Rome had 
added during the centuries, found my- 
self believing only in the pure, simple 
teachings given to us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Such, in short, is the simple story of 
my conversion. But, you may inquire, 
just what were the doubts concerning 
Roman Catholic teaching that kept oc- 
curring and eventually turned into the 
reasons for leaving the church. 


UNSCRIPTURAL DOGMAS 


Well, these doubts were many, and 
I ean only touch on them briefly. First 
of all, there were unproved dogmas 
If I had never studied positive theol- 
ogy and the history of dogma I would 
still believe in them. For as a Roman 
Catholic layman I would believe, as I 
did when I was a youth, that many of 
these dogmas could not be proved by 
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Holy Seripture but could be proved by 
an oral tradition handed down within 
the church from the apostles to their 
suecessors and then from one bishop to 
another down to our times. This sounds 
fairly reasonable, at least to a Catholic 
—if you don’t know your history. 

The Roman Catholic church stakes 
its reputation and its claims on its abil- 
ity to prove from historical records, i.e., 
the writings of the early Fathers of the 
Christian Church, that these dogmas 
were revealed to the apostles and held 
as articles of faith even in the early cen- 
turies. However, the blunt, historical 
fact is that there is not the slightest 
trace of many of these doctrines (such 
as the Immaculate Conception and the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary) in any 
of the writings of the Church Fathers 
for century after century. They are not 
even mentioned passingly, to say noth- 
ing of their being proposed as articles 
of faith. Even as late as the 13th cen- 
tury, St. Thomas Aquinas, leading 
theologian of the Roman Catholic 
church to this day, formally and ex- 
plicitly taught in his Summa Theolo- 
gica that the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception was not revealed and could 
not have happened. And, as far as 
papal infallibility is concerned, it was 
taught in Irish catechisms up to the 
year 1870 that Catholics believed no 
such thing, that papal infallibility was 
merely a Protestant invention ! 


SACRAMENTALISM INEFFECTIVE 


Apart entirely from the unproved 
dogmas of the church of Rome, I was 
struck with the utter ineffectiveness of 
its sacramental system that purported 
to be the main channel of God’s grace 
to man. I found that it made very little 
aifference to me and countless other 
souls I contacted in the confessional 
whether these sacraments were received 
or not. They appeared to have nothing 
to do with true conversion. Many of 
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the best-living people never received 
them and many of the worst-living 
people received them regularly. In ad- 
dition, it left unsolved the mystery 
why many Protestants were so good, 
since they were deprived of these neces- 
sary means of grace. Then, too, it left 
unexplained how these sacraments 


could be so fruitless if they were really 
instituted by Christ as essential means 
of salvation. 


CRUDE SUPERSTITIONS 

As a priest I became thoroughly dis- 
gusted with the many crude supersti- 
tions endorsed and blessed by the 
church, such as scapulars, two pieces of 
woolen cloth tied together and worn 
over the shoulders, that are guaranteed 
to save from hell whoever wears them 
and to effect his release from purgatory 
the Saturday following his death. Book- 
lets teaching and advocating this super- 
stition can be had by writing to the 
Church of the Carmelite Fathers in 
New York City or anywhere else they 
have a church. 


MEDIATORSHIP OF THE CHURCH 


The final reason for my turning away 
from the Roman Catholic church was 
because of the barriers it places between 
the soul and God. It makes salvation 
depend upon such arbitrary rulings as 
the one which allows two ounces of meat 
to be eaten with impunity on Fridays, 
but condemns the eating of more than 
two ounces as a grievous sin for which 
the offender will suffer in hell for all 
éternity, unless he confesses it to a 
priest and obtains pardon from him be- 
fore he dies. Similar regulations are 
made for countless other things: the 
different kinds and quantities of food 
one may and may not eat on fast days; 
the number of lines in the daily reading 
of the breviary that a priest may or 
May not omit without losing the grace 
and friendship of God. 


FREEDOM OF THE SONS OF GOD 


I would that I could make known to 
you the joy of possessing at long last 
the truth of God that makes us free— 
the joy of being free of the haunting 
fears that drive over-anxious Catholics 
to confession several times a day with- 
out giving them any consolation or as- 


Dr. Murphy as a priest in 1938, eight years 
after ordination. 


surance of salvation. It is ‘‘the peace 
that surpasseth all understanding’’— 
the peace of conscience and the keeping 
of one’s self-respect that come from wit- 
nessing to the truth in spite of the libel 
and abuse of those who hate religious 
freedom. 


OUR WORK FOR OTHERS 


That other priests still shackled by the 
church of Rome may be freed from this 
bondage, may be helped, encouraged 
and supported till they readjust them- 
selves and find the truth, is the distine- 
tive work of Christ’s Mission in New 
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York City from which I have come to 
you today. We former priests are not 
anti-Catholic, but pro-evangelical Chris- 
tianity. We love the Catholic people, to 
whose service we devoted the best years 
of our lives. Our purpose now is still to 
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serve them and lead them away from 
the man-made doctrines, which they 
have been foreed to believe, into the 
truth and rich joy which is to be found 
in the full acceptance of the simple 
teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


U. S. SUPREME COURT AGREES: 
NO FREE BUSES FOR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


WHEN the Supreme Court of Okla- 
homa, on December 12, 1941, denied the 
use of public school buses to children at- 
tending parochial schools, Catholic church 
authorities went all the way with the case 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. They asked 
an overruling of the decision of the Okla- 
homa County District Court which re- 
fused to force district No. 7 to transport 
Catholic children to the parochial school 
of St. Teresa in Harrah, Okla. The deci- 
sion of the Oklahoma Supreme Court had 
declared unconstitutional a law passed in 
1939 insofar as it entitled parochial 


“ASSISTANT PRESIDENT” IS 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC 

JAMES F. BYRNES, associate justice of the 
U. S. Supreme Court, recently appointed 
Director of Economic Stabilization, was 
brought up a Roman Catholic but was con- 
verted to Protestantism at the age of twen- 
ty-seven. He is a member of the Presbyter- 
ian church. A two-page biographical sketch 
of him appeared in the Sunday New York 
Times a month ago. It omitted all mention 
of his conversion. 

“Life” magazine for January 4, 1943, also 
devoted eight pages to the life-story of 
“Jimmy Byrnes,” whom it styles the “As- 
sistant President.” It relates that he was 
born in South Carolina, in “Charleston’s 
Irishtown, of poor Irish-American parents,” 
but fails to mention that he was converted 
from Roman Catholicism and is now a 
Presbyterian. 

Had he remained a Roman Catholic, Mr. 
Byrnes would have been front-page news in 
the Catholic press; all the credit for the 
high position he now holds would be taken 
by the Catholic church. Instead, the Cath- 
olic press has kept silent about him. 


school children to public school transp>r- 
tation. 

But the U. S. Supreme Court, on Octo- 
ber 12th last, refused te review the case, 
and so agreed with the Oklahoma Su- 
preme Court that the 1939 law was un- 
constitutional and violated the constitu- 
tional provisions of the separation of 
church and state. It was the first time that 
the question of transportation of parochial 
school children at the expense of the tax- 
payers came before the Supreme Court of 
the United States. The Catholic church 
lost out, but will in all probability try 
again. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH 
PROPAGANDA 


OLLOWING is reported in the 
Brooklyn Tablet by ‘‘ Defenders 
of the Faith,’’ one of many organ- 
izations specializing in the distribu- 
tion of Catholic literature to non- 
Catholies in the United States : 
“Our mailing of Catholic literature 
during the past 12 months reached 
the vast total of twenty million 
pieces. Most of this went into non- 
Catholic hands. One hundred thous- 
and of our ‘WHY’ leaflets go every 
week to our boys in the service.” 


Yet the Catholic church de- 
nounces Protestants because they 
send help and the Gospel teaching 
to the millions of unchurched peo- 
ple in Central and South America. 





February, 1943 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


BANNING CHURCH BINGO 


By L. H. LEnMANN 


E CONTROVERSY over 
bingo and other gambling de- 
vices in Catholic churches 
reached a crisis recently in 

New York and other Catholic cities. 
But the end is not yet in sight. 


In New York it became a tug-of-war 
between the Mayor and the Catholic 
church, with devout Catholic Police 
Commissioner Lewis C. Valentine in 
the middle as the stooge of his church. 
After Mayor LaGuardia ordered a stop 
to bingo as unlawful on November 25, 
Commissioner Valentine instructed his 
police to put the ban into effect, but 
made specific exemption of bingo games 
“on church premises run by church 
authorities.’’ Immediately a public out- 
ery was made against this exception in 
favor of the Catholic church, and it 
was clearly stated that if gambling is 
unlawful in theatres and fraternal 
halls, it is also unlawful, if not more so, 
in churches. Writing the Mayor on be- 
half of the Greater New York Federa- 
ation of Churches, Rev. Dr. Robert W. 
Searle, secretary of the Federation 
which represents 600 local Protestant 
churches, said : 

“We firmly believe that the end does 

not justify the means, and that for the 

church to encourage gambling on the 
pretext that part of the profit goes to 
charity is to prostitute and exploit 
charity, and, at the same time, to stimu- 
late and encourage the spirit of gamb- 


ling which is and has been a great cause 
of suffering and of many a broken 


home.” 

The Mayor acted at once on this ap- 
peal and on the following Sunday, No- 
vember 30, announced by radio that 
bingo was equally unlawful in churches. 


But New York’s Catholic Police Com- 


missioner refused to enforce the law 
against the churches and left it to the 
Catholic church authorities to act in 
his stead. An indirect, half-hearted 
order was then issued from the chan- 
cery offices of the Archdiocese of New 
York (which includes only a part of 
Greater New York City) putting an 
end temporarily to bingo games ‘‘not 
yet advertised.’’ This ruling was an- 
nounced by the Rev. John J. Hughes 
of St. Jerome’s Church in the Bronx at 
the close of a bingo game. ‘‘I have re- 
ceived word from the chancery offices,’’ 
he declared, ‘‘that until bingo receives 
a legal status these games in this parish 
will be discontinued.’’ The audience 
groaned and protested. Holding up his 
hand for quiet, the priest continued : ‘‘I 
hope that in the near future these 
games can be started again.’’ 


The following picture of a bingo 
game in a Catholic church hall is taken 
from the New York Herald-Tribune of 
December 3, 1942: 


“Despite Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s 
repeated assertions—made again yes- 
terday—that bingo is illegal even when 
played under church auspices for church 
benefit, the game of bingo rolled mer- 
rily on last night, uninterrupted by 
police. 

At the Roman Catholic Sacred Heart 
Parochial School, at 317 East Thirty- 
third Street, a throng of bingo players 
estimated at more than 2,000 paid $1.10 
each to participate in a game of ‘super- 
bingo,’ with $1,750 offered in prizes. 

Most of the players were elderly wo- 
men. They jammed two basement audi- 
toriums, including the stages. They 
overflowed into corridors and they filled 
two school classrooms and a chapel on 
the first floor and three classrooms on 
the third floor. Each got a regular bingo 
board for the price of admission and 
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many invested in extra bingo boards 
for 25 cents each. 


PRIEST CALLS OUT NUMBERS 

A middle-aged priest called out the 
numbers in one of the basement audi- 
toriums and simultaneously his voice 
was carried by loudspeaker to the class- 
rooms above, where the women, 
hunched into children’s small school 
seats and bent over small desks, pre- 
sented an incongruous sight as they 
deftly placed the markers on their bingo 
boards. 

The priest who operated the game 
would not tell reporters who he was. 
He said that police had not told him 
to stop the games, which have been run- 
ning for five years. He said the profits 
are devoted exclusively to the work of 
the school. 

As evidence that the Mayor’s warn- 
ing against bingo is not taken seriously, 
circulars were available at the entrance 
of the school, advertising another ‘su- 
per-bingo’ game for tonight, at St. 
Jerome’s Auditorium, Alexander Ave- 
nue and 137th Street, the Bronx. To- 
night’s prizes were listed at $2,025. 


Earlier yesterday, when asked to 
comment on the continuance of church 
bingo despite his warnings that the 
game is illegal wherever it may be 
played, the Mayor answered by quoting 
the Bible, and his answer seemed to 
say that he was supported by the law 
when he pronounced all bingo illegal.” 


In Brooklyn (which is a separate 
diocese in New York City) Catholic 
ehurch authorities refused to heed the 
Mayor’s executive order, and at this 
writing, a few weeks later, bigger and 
better bingo games than ever before 
continue in the Catholic churches un- 
der their jurisdiction. The Police Com- 
missioner having delegated his church 
to act in his stead, the priests took it 
upon themselves to denounce the 
Mayor’s order from their pulpits and 
declared they would fight the enemies 
of bingo ‘‘to the last ditch.’’ 


Bingo is not only unlawful but is also 
a most unfair gambling device, since 
the odds against winning are much 
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greater than in other kinds of gamb- 
ling. As much as two-thirds of the pro- 
ceeds are kept by the priests. In Cin- 
cinnati, a report sent to the City Coun- 
cil by the City Manager, C. O. Sherill, 
last November 13, stated: ‘‘For the 
year 1941 there was taken at bingo 
games in churches and parochial schools 
the sum of $2,424,833.83, of which $1,- 
838,993.60 was clear net revenue 
profit.”” The same report stated that 
‘*the gross receipts for 1940 and 1941 
totaled $4,806,406.97,’’ and that ‘‘the 
total receipts for the past three years, 
including 1942, would exceed $7,000,- 
000, and that the profits would exceed 
$5,000,000.00.’’ If the Catholic church 
cleared more than $5,000,000 in Cin- 
cinnati with a population of only half 
a million, it can be imagined what profit 
it gets in New York with a population 
of 7,000,000. 


Not only bingo, but illegal slot ma- 
chines were discovered in operation in 
the auditorium of St. Paul’s Catholie 
School, 1117 Pendleton Street, in Cin- 
cinnati, on November 13, 1942. Thirty 
machines were found there, of which 25 
were of the nickel type and 5 for quar- 
ters, and about 4,000 persons were pres- 
ent. Before destroying these machines, 
City Manager C. O. Sherrill found that 
they had been ‘‘fixed’’ so that only two 
of them ‘‘paid off.’’ Furthermore, 
Chief of Police Weatherly reported 
that, of these two, ‘‘one quarter mach- 
ine paid off 75 cents when it should 
have paid $2, and one nickel machine 
paid 20 cents when it should have paid 
50 cents.’’ No one was arrested, how- 
ever, since, as the police claimed, the 
machines were not actually being 
played when they arrived. Father Jos 
eph McFarland, pastor of the church, 
said that the proceeds of the affair, 
which included a bingo game, were to 
be distributed ‘‘to the poor.’’ 


It is an established principle of true 
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religion and Christian ethics that no 
end, no matter how laudable, can be 
obtained by evil means. If religion it- 
self fails to uphold this fundamental 
principle, we cannot expect men in 
business and polities to do so. 


FRANCO CENSORS “FOR WHOM THE 
BELL TOLLS” 


iE CINCINNATI TIMES-ST A R—Saturday, Nov. 14, 


The forthcoming film version of ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,” Ernest Hemming- 
way’s story of the Spanish civil war, has 
been first submitted for censoring to the 
Spanish Fascist dictator before Americans 
can see it. 


HITLER IN IRELAND 


WHEN asked by a reporter recently 
whether he thought Hitler would com- 
mit suicide if he lost the war, George 
Bernard Shaw replied: 


“Nonsense! I know lots of people 
who think he will hang, just as they 
seemed to think about the Kaiser last 
time. But I think he will go to Eire, 
hire a magnificent lodge and live 
happily ever after.” 


Cincinnati’s City Manager inspects slot 
machines at St. Paul’s Catholic parochial 
school. 


BINGO NEWSPAPER 


NOT generally known is the fact that 
Bingo has become such a going con- 
cern in New York that it publishes its 
own weekly newspaper for the benefit 
of the fans of this gambling game of 
“mathematical excitement.” 


A copy before us covers all the 
“fine points” of the game. It tells 
you how Mrs. O’Flanagan makes 
bingo pay her rent; how well Father 
So-and-So conducts bingo at his 
church, and lists all the dates, places 
and prizes of forthcoming bingo 
games. Its masthead bears the an- 
nouncement: “All the Information 


THE IRISH OF IT 


INDIGNANT because her Protestant 
friend insisted on calling her Episco- 
palian minister ‘Father,’ Mrs. O’- 
Brien exclaimed: 


and News about Bingo.” Its high- 
falutin’ name is ‘‘The Saturday Econ- 
omist.” 


“Imagine calling a minister ‘Fath- 
er,’,—and him with a wife and two 


children!” 
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PROTESTANTS FIGHT BACK—AT LAST! 


EPRESENTING twenty-seven Protestant denominations, the Federal 
A Council of the Churches of Christ in America issued a declaration on 
December 11, that will go down in history as one of the most outstanding 
challenges of Protestantism to the pretensions of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy since Martin Luther’s time. It was American Protestantism’s answer 
to the previous statement of the Roman Catholic archbishops and bishops of the 
United States demanding a monopoly for the Roman Catholic religion in Central 
and South American countries. 


Deploring ‘‘the pretension of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to circumscribe 
the religious freedom of Protestant Christians in the proclamation of their faith, 
while by implication reserving for themselves the right to the universal proclama- 
tion of their own,’’ the council’s statement openly characterized the policy of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in America as ‘‘ certain to project into the New World 
the baneful intolerance which is now producing such tragic consequences in the 
contemporary life of Spain.’’ 


Our November, 1942, issue of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE told the full 
story of the efforts of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to oust Protestant mission- 
aries from Central and South America—with the aid of the State Department in 
Washington. In their ‘‘Statement on Victory and Peace’’ issued from Washing- 
ton in November, the Catholic bishops pledged their support of America’s war 
effort, but on the implied condition that Protestant missionary work in Latin 
American countries be stopped. It was to this outrageous demand that the Protes- 
tant churches gave their answer in such ringing terms on December 11. Since 
every word of it is worth remembering, we record here the full text of their declar. 
ation under its official title: 


“OUR HERITAGE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM” 


“‘The struggle for freedom now raging throughout the world turns our 
thoughts afresh to our American heritage. The men who founded this nation 
sought freedom under God in the western world and bequeathed freedom 
to their heirs as their most precious possession. 


** At a very early time in the country’s history liberty was granted to all 
religious groups to enter the national territory and to practice and prop- 
agate their faith within and outside the nation. In keeping with this doe 
trine of religious freedom, which is inherent in Christianity and associated 
historically with the Protestant expression of the Christian religion, the 
rights of religious minorities, both Christian and non-Christian, have been 
sedulously respected. 


‘*Our national experience has been that the free interaction of religious 
faiths, and the endeavor of each to express the truth and goodness for which 
it stands, have been an important factor in the cultural development of the 
United States. For in the things of the spirit, as in other aspects of life, the 


principle of monopoly has had, and will continue to have, most unhappy 
results. 
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AMERICA “PREDOMINANTLY PROTESTANT” 


‘We rejoice, therefore, that a country predominantly Protestant, in which 
the great majority of those who make religious profession are members of 
denominations born of the Protestant Reformation, is committed by tradi- 


tion and experience to favoring complete religious liberty in all parts of the 
world. 


‘*Tn the exercise of this freedom, and under the sole impulse of their relig- 
ious faith, Protestant Christians from the United States have been emissaries 
of good-will in every region of the globe. 


BENEFITS OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS 


‘Through the translation of the Bible into a thousand languages and the 
proclamation of the truths contained therein, by the establishment of schools 
and hospitals, by industrial and agricultural effort in rural areas, repre- 
sentatives of American Protestantism have given practical expression to the 
implications of the Christian Gospel. They have also co-operated with na- 
tional groups in many lands to promote human welfare in all its phases. By 
such activities they created, as an undesigned but happy consequence, a 
reservoir of good-will toward this country. 


TIES WITH HISPANIC AMERICA 


‘‘This may be equally affirmed of the work of Protestant Christians in 
the lands of Asia and Africa and in the Hispanic American lands which are 
our neighbors. Among the citizens of the United States who have contributed 
to spiritual and cultural advancement in the sister republics of Hispanic 
America are names of men and women of Christlike spirit who, unashamed 
of the name of missionary, devoted their lives and talents to those lands. The 
memory of many of these is today revered in the countries which they served, 
while institutions which they founded continue to be popular centers of cul- 
tural influence and patterns of humanitarian endeavor. 


‘*Through the work of these men and women and their successors, elements 
of supreme worth in the cultural heritage of our country have been shared 
with Hispanic America, while innumerable links of understanding and mu- 
tual confidence have been forged between the Americas. 


“PRETENSION OF ROMAN HIERARCHY” 


‘*It is with deep concern, therefore, that we have witnessed an effort now 
publicly endorsed by the hierarchy of a sister Christian communion which 
constitutes a religious minority in this country to set the relation of Prot- 
estant Christianity to Hispanic America in a perspective which does violence 
both to historical truth and contemporary fact. 


‘“‘We deplore the pretension of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to circumscribe 
the religious freedom of Protestant Christians in the proclamation of their 
faith, while by implication reserving for themselves the right to the universal 
proclamation of their own. We can imagine no policy more certain to project 
into the New World the baneful intolerance which is now producing such 
tragic consequences in the contemporary life of Spain. 


“AFFIRMATIONS” BY COUNCIL 


**We accordingly, feel it incumbent upon us to make the following simple 
and plain affirmations: 


First: The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Ameriea stands. 
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and will continue to stand, for the principle of religious liberty and for the 
rights of religious minorities in the United States and throughout the world. 


Second: The churches represented in this Council will continue to ex- 
press solidarity with the national and autonomous Protestant churches in 
Hispanic America, whose numerous members are loyal and patriotic citizens 
of the countries where they dwell. They will also continue to avail themselves 
of the constitutional freedom which the republics of Hispanic America 
grant to the representatives of every faith. Their dominant aim in the dis- 
charge of their ministry has not been, and will not be, to decatholize Chris- 
tians but to have a part in interpreting our Lord Jest Christ to multitudes 
of people who do not know Him in great and growing nations. 

Third: We affirm, with full and first-hand knowledge of the facts, that, 
so far from Protestant institutions and the representatives of Protestant 
Christianity being a peril to good relations between the Americas, they are 
today, with some easily explained exceptions, and have been for decades, 
regarded with extreme favor by governments and peoples in the countries 
where they are located. 

Fourth: While obliged by circumstances not of our seeking to make this 
statement in order to clarify the American Protestant position upon a eru- 
cial issue, it is nevertheless the judgment and desire of this Council that 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Christians should combine their influence, 
in these days of supreme crisis, to work for religious freedom and the other 
great freedoms, both now and in the post-war world.”’ 


This Protestant protest is good, but it should only be regarded as the beginning 
of a long-awaited upsurge of Protestant defense against Roman Catholic attacks on 
religious freedom in the Western hemisphere. You cannot stop action by words 
alone. It is necessary to go further and at least prevail on Washington to have 


freedom restored to Protestant missionaries to preach the Gospel in Latin Amer- 
ican countries. 











‘EXTREME 


ECAUSE of the many newspaper 

pictures of priests administering 
‘*Extreme Unction’’ to charred corpses 
at the disastrous Boston night-club fire 
on November 29, we have been asked 
by many to explain these ‘‘last rites’’ 
of the Catholic chureh for the dying 
and the dead. 


Roman Catholic theology has decreed 
that Extreme Unction—the rubbing of 
oil by a priest on the body of a dying or 
recently deceased person, accompanied 
by a prayer formula—is a sacrament 
instituted by Christ himself, whereby 
the person’s sins are forgiven and he 


UNCTION’ 


is safely set on the road to purgatory. 
It is also claimed that sick people may 
even be cured of their bodily ills by the 
touch of this oil. This Roman Catholie 
‘*sacrament”’ is based solely on a refer- 
ence in the Epistle of St. James (5:13), 
who recommended the calling in of the 
elders of the church to pray for and 
anoint ‘‘the sick among you.’’ 


Every Catholic priest habitually car- 
ries with him a small silver container 
with cotton wool soaked in olive oil 
specially blessed by a bishop on Holy 
Thursday each year. Moistening his 


thumb with this oil, the priest makes 
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the sign of the cross with it on the fore- 
head, feet, ears, mouth and other parts 
of the body of the dying person. The 
benefit is believed to take place also if 
the person is unconscious of the opera- 
tion, and even for some time after he 
has been pronounced dead by a physi- 
cian. 

A rule of the church, however, re- 
stricts this rite exclusively to persons 
“in danger of death by sickness.’’ Thus 
a man condemned to die in the electric 
chair cannot receive this ‘‘sacrament’’ 
until after he is dead by the electric eur- 
rent, since before the sheriff pulls the 
switch the victim is not in danger of 
death ‘‘by sickness.’’ After the attend- 
ing physicians have applied their steth- 
oscopes and pronounced the man legal- 
ly dead, then the priest may give him 
the Extreme Unction. 


It was in accordance with this 
strange ritual that Roman priests were 
pictured as heroes in the newspapers 
administering Extreme Unction to the 
charred remains of the night-club fire 
victims in Boston. 


Because of this convenient method of 
forgiveness of sins, all Catholic people 
pray fervently during life that a priest 
by some lucky chance may be able to 
get to them as they lie dying, or at least 
shortly afterwards. By the application 
of the oil to their bodies by a priest, 
they foolishly believe that they can be 
absolved from the sins they have con- 
tinued to commit up to the moment 
when they are struck down by a fatal 
accident or sickness. For this same 
reason, the one consolation of their par- 
ents and relatives is that ‘‘the priest 
got to him before he died.”’ 

Whether this is true Christian teach- 
ing the reader can judge for himself. 
For us it is only another instance of the 
deception of man-made religions, which 
from the dawn of history have made 
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salvation depend upon the touch of a 
priest or a medicine man. 


“LAST RITES”—Priest applies oil of 
“Extreme Unction” to body of dead girl 
at Boston night-club fire. 


Apart from what Jesus Christ really 
taught about the forgiveness of sins, 
God would indeed be a most unfair God 
were he to entrust a man’s future in 
hell or heaven for all enternity to the 
chance presence of a priest at his death- 
bed. What if the priest were otherwise 
engaged, sick, out of town or too lazy 
to answer the call? And what about 
the poor farmer who cannot afford a 
telephone to call a priest in an emerg- 
ency, or a ear to fetch him in time as 
the rich ean? 


The same Saint James tells us (1:16- 
17): ‘‘Do not err, my beloved breth- 
ren. Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.’’ 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL SAMPLE 
COPIES OF THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC TO TWELVE OF YOUR 
FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES. 
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VATICAN POLICY IN THE SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


By L. H 


BOVE TOPIC is of vital import- 

ance to America now fighting its 
toughest war in defense of its cherished 
liberties. We have written much about 
it in past issues of THE CONVERTED 
CaTHoLic MaGazinge, and a_ glance 
through our pages will reveal that 
everything we have to say is drawn 
from reliable sources and fully doeu- 
mented. 


The latest confirmation of our analy- 
sis of the Vatican’s attitude toward 
Democracy and Fascism is contained in 
a dispatch to the Catholic press from 
the official NCWC News Service (syn- 
dicated world news service of the Cath- 
olie hierarchy in Washington). It is 
dated from Zurich, Switzerland, Octo- 
ber 12, 1942, nine months after Pearl 
Harbor, and it gives the text of an offi- 
cial article in the Swiss Catholic news- 
paper Die Tat, entitled, ‘‘ Vatican Pol- 
icy in the Second World War.’’ It was 
copied by all Catholic newspapers in 
the United States, and appeared in the 
Brooklyn Tablet, from which we quote 
below, in its issue of October 24. 

In view of the required obedience 
of Catholics to instructions from Rome, 
the effect of this report on the masses of 
Catholies in America cannot but be 
looked upon as a grave set-back to the 
cause of the Allied Nations. It tells 
them how pleased the Vatican is with 
the victories of the Nazis and Fascists : 
with the fall of France and the Vichy 
Pétain-Laval regime; with the fascist 
government of Franco in Spain, of Sal- 
azar in Portugal; with the Catholic- 
fascist regime in Slovakia and in con- 
quered Croatia; of the ‘‘splendid’’ re- 
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lations between the Vatican and Musso- 
lini’s Italy as well as Nazi-controlled 
Hungary, and with Japan. 


It endeavors to explain away why the 
Vatican has not sided with the demo- 
eratie nations in the war, why the Vati- 
ean, as it says, ‘‘has not joined a eru- 
sade against the fascist powers,’’ so as 
to remain ‘‘neutral.’’ ‘‘The Church,” 
it says, ‘‘has been at pains to avoid tak- 
ing a stand for or against any particu- 
lar form of government. She is partisan 
to neither democracy nor dictator. 
ship.’’ 

Yet it openly proclaims the joy of the 
Roman Curia over the changes brought 
about in Europe through the military 
victories of the Nazis and Fascists, and 
sums it all up as follows: 

“Among positive changes, the Curia 

hails with satisfaction: the change in 

France; a greater stability in the pres 

ent governments in Spain and Portugal; 

Catholic determination in Slovakia and 

in Croatia. Relations with Fascist Italy 

and with Hungary continue splendid.” 


Here is Vatican endorsement of the 
fall of the French Republic and of the 
Pétain-Laval regime ; of the Nazi-Cath- 
olic regime in Slovakia under priest 
puppet Msgr. Tiso, that out-Hitlers 
Hitler in its ferocious persecution of 
the Jews; of the regime of the assassil 
Pavelich in Croatia where the Orthodox 
church has been cruelly liquidated im 
favor of Roman Catholic church supre 
macy. 


The Vatican’s attitude toward Japam 
and Nazi Germany is reported as i 
keeping with ‘‘the Curia’s inflexible 
embodiment of fixed principles.’’ Thé 
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report states that ‘“‘The Vatican was 
happy to see M. Harada enter its bronze 
doors as Imperial Minister,’’ and re- 
minds us that ‘‘Today Japan has al- 
most twenty million Catholics under its 
de facto dominion.”’ 


Any hope that the Vatican might 
turn against an undefeated Germany 
would seem to be altogether futile; for 
Germany today is in the position de- 
sired for it by the Vatican since the Re- 
formation. She is the strong central 
European power now embracing the 
largest bloc of Catholics in the world, 
and in alliance with the Vatican by the 
solemn concordat of 1933. If this con- 
solidation can be sustained, there will 
be the de facto revival of the Holy 
Roman Empire of the German Nation. 
The official NCWC report goes on to 
say: 

“The German Empire is today the State 

that exercises authority over more 

members of the Catholic Church than 
any other power—about 110 millions 
including the occupied territories of 

East and West. The Church conse- 

quently seeks to induce the rulers of 

the Third Reich to grant religious free- 
dom to all Catholics, and tries to inter- 
vene when a great variety of reasons 


have threatened conflict between the 
Church and the civil authority.” 


If to these 110 million Catholies un- 
der Hitler’s direct control are added 
more than seventy million of others in 
the lesser Fascist countries of Italy, 
Spain and Portugal (which are also 
bound to the Vatican by solemn agree- 
ments), it can easily be seen how near 
the Vatican is to the realization of its 
dream of the restoration of its spiri- 
tual dictatorship in a united Catholic 
Europe. It will be noted that the Vati- 
can’s sole interest in combining with 
the dictators is stated to be ‘‘religious 
freedom for all Catholies.’? This means 
a denial of the same freedom to all 


other religions. To the Vatican, relig- 
ious liberty means only religious liberty 
for the Catholic church. This was made 
plain by the present Pope Pius XII in 
the fifth of his unduly publicized 
‘*Peace Points.’’ 


The effect on the morale of American 
Catholies of the publication of this re- 
port of the official NCWC news service 
should be given consideration. Amer- 
ica’s war effort is directed toward the 
destruction of what Hitler has accom- 
plished in Europe—in Germany, Italy, 
France, Spain, Austria, Slovakia, 
Croatia. American soldiers, including 
Catholies, are fighting and dying to 
undo the changes that Nazism and Fas- 
cism have brought about in those coun- 
tries. Yet, here we have the whole 
Catholic press instructing the Catholic 
people that their church leaders in 
Rome ‘‘hail with satisfaction’’ these 
same ‘‘positive changes’’ that Amer- 
ica’s war effort is straining to undo. 


It is sure to create a conflict in the 
minds of American Catholic soldiers 
who are fighting, on behalf of their 
country, to destroy Hitler’s set-up in 
Europe, and who are being instructed 
at the same time by their religious lead- 
ers that these very regimes set up by 
Hitler are endorsed by their highest 
church authorities in Rome. 


--O-- 


ANTON KESSLER, former leader of the 
Nazi Bund in St. Louis, is now a Nazi- 
appointed mayor in occupied France. His 
last public appearance in this country 
on January 31, 1939, was at a Jesuit in- 
stitution, St. Louis University, where he 
addressed a symposium sponsored by the 
National Federation of Catholic Alumni. 


This same Jesuit auditorium has also 
been used by Father Edward Lodge 
Curran for propagating his subversive 
Coughlinism. During his lecture there the 
fake “Protocols of Zion,”’ vicious calumny 
of Jewry, were peddled among his Catho- 
lic followers. 





48 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


SAVING AMERICA BY CATH- 
OLIC MEDALS 


M ANY business houses, short of 
other things to sell in war time, 
are making profit from the sale of 
Roman Catholic medals as protective 
talismans for men in the armed services. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER PROTECTIVE 
MEDALLION FOR 


ALL SERVICE MEN OR CIVILIANS 
COMMONLY WORN WITH IDENTIFICATION TAG 


One of the most fashionable stores on 
Fifth Avenue in New York advertises the 
above medal of Saint Christopher. A ‘‘pro- 
tective medallion” of this kind differs 
little from the superstitious piece of red 
silk carried by Japanese soldiers as “pro- 
tection.” 


WANTED 


BACK COPIES of The Converted Cath- 
olic Magazine for: 
September, 1942 
October, 1942 
We will extend your subscription for 
3 months for every copy of the above 
issues you send us. 
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‘COMBINATION’ MEDAL 


Above is a reproduction of an advertise- 
ment in a Roman Catholic paper of what 
is called a “Cruciform Medal” as protec- 
tion against danger for men in the armed 
services. It is a “‘combination of the Scapu- 
lar, St. Christopher, St. Joseph and Mirac- 
ulous medals in one.” The price is listed as 
$2.75. A reliable authority on church 
goods tells us that this $2.75 medal costs 
but 30 cents to manufacture. 


THE POPE'S NEUTRALITY 


“MANY, it is to be hoped, will now 
become aware that the ‘captivity’ of 
the Pope, much more than physical 
in Fascist Italy, is moral and doctrinal 
under the systematic command of his 
allegiances and responsibilities. Those 
in the Western world who so fer- 
vently want the Pope to cast his lot 
with liberal democracy have forgot- 
ten the words of Metternich, a wise 
man who said that he could imagine 
everything except a liberal pope. The 
‘Syllabus’ [of Pope Pius IX] had not 
yet been published in Metternich’s 
time. The ‘Syllabus’ in its eightieth 
and final article, which follows the 
condemnation of religious freedom, 
' anathematizes whosoever holds that 
the Roman Pontiff ‘could and ought 
to reconcile himself with progress, 
liberalism, and modern civilization.’ 


“This stern verdict has not yet 
been repealed by pope or council. Nor 
has the genealogy of the revolutions 
of the common man—as outlined, for 
example, by Vice-President Wallace 
on May 8, 1942, from the America of 
1775 to the Russia of 1917—ever 
been legitimatized by the Roman | 
church . . .”,°—Prof. G. A. Borgese in ' 
“The Nation.” | 
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MONSIGNOR TISO NAMED 
DICTATOR BY HITLER 


ITLER’S new plan to change Slo- 

vakia from a protectorate to a 
full-fledged Nazi State was recently 
announced. ‘‘ Allied circles said today 
that the first major step in the new pro- 
gram was contained in the announce- 
ment from Bratislava, Slovak capital, 
that Premier Josef Tiso would become 
‘Leader of the People,’ or dictator.’’ 
(Overseas News Agency, October 26, 
1942. ) 


Tiso, it will be recalled, is a Roman 
Catholic priest in good standing, who, 
after his pro-Hitler activities proved 
successful, was honored by the Vatican 
by being made a Papal Chamberlain. 


When world-wide Nazi victory ap- 
peared certain, in June 1940, a Vatican 
broadeast had this to say: 

“The announcement by Monsignor Tiso, 

head of the Slovak State, of his inten- 

tion to reconstruct Slovakia on a Chris- 
tian plan, is greatly welcomed by the 

Holy See. The new organization of the 

State is to be based on the Corporate 

system, on Christian lines and modeled 

on the system which has proved so 
successful in Portugal . . . This, coming 
so soon after Marshal Pétain’s state- 
ment that he intended to reconstruct 

France on a Christian basis, is doubly 

welcome.”” (Quoted from England’s 

leading Catholic journal, the London 

“Tablet,” July 27, 1940.) 


Msgr. Tiso recently boasted at a 
Catholic church meeting in Holitch that 
he had made Slovakia the first Jew-free 
euntry in Europe. He added: ‘‘Slo- 
vakia wanted at last to be rid of its 
eternal enemies . 
in accordance with the Lord God’s com- 
mand.’’ (Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
News, August 18, 1942.) 


A recent attempt to assassinate Msgr. 
iso is reported in the Detroit News, 
Uetober 16, 1942. 


In contrast to this violent anti-Semit- 


. . Slovakia is acting’ 


MSGR. JOSEPH TISO — HITLER’S 
PRIEST-PUPPET WHO RULES SLO- 
VAKIA, IDEAL NAZI-CATHOLIC 
STATE 
Catholic Press Reports: “Roman Curia 
Hails With Satisfaction Catholic Determi- 


nation in Slovakia.” Tiso narrowly escaped 
death recently at the hands of assassins. 


ism of the Roman Catholic 
stands the following report: 


chureh 


‘A 64-page booklet attacking Nazi 
brutality and domination of Slovakia, 
written by a Slovak Lutheran pastor, 
the Rev. Josef Bucko, is attracting 
wide attention in the Axis puppet 
state. 


‘‘The booklet calls on Slovak Luther- 
ans to disobey any commands involv- 
ing discrimination against or perse- 
eution of ‘non-Aryans,’ reminds 
them of their duty to observe the 
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‘laws of humanity’ and the ‘com- 
mandments of God,’ takes the Catho- 
lie clergy to task for not taking an 
open stand ‘against the present an- 
nihilation of all that is human,’ and 
denounces the official Slovak press as 
‘the disseminators of inhuman besti- 
ality.’’’ (Overseas News Agency, 
Oct. 18, 1942.) 


Viewed in the light of the anti- 
Semitism of the Vatican, as instanced 
above, the declaration last November by 
the American Catholic hierarchy of ‘‘a 
deep sense of revulsion against the cruel 
indignities heaped upon the Jews’’ 
must be considered mere lip service 
and an effort to create a ‘false front’ 
in democratic countries. 


--O-—- 


DID HE MEAN ‘PIUS’? 


PROTESTANT Bishop of Chelmsford in 
England, Dr. Henry Wilson, writing in 
the Diocesan Chronicle of December 1942, 
says: 


“The European fence is decorated with 
many figures, both pious and non-pious, 
who have loudly declared their neutrality 
until sure which side is winning.” 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us at least two 
weeks in advance of any change of 
address, since the post office will not 
forward our magazine to you even if 
you leave a forwarding address. Your 
compliance in this matter will save 
delay and expense. 


NEW PAMPHLET 


ATTENTION is called to a reprint in 
a 12-page pamphlet of our recent 
series of articles entitled “THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN HITLER'S 
MEIN KAMPF.” 


It is worthy of a wide distribution. 
Price is 10¢ a copy. 
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On the Lookout 


By J. J. MurpHy 


GROOMING THE POPE FOR THE 
PEACE CONFERENCE 


CLERICAL FASCISM aims to saddle itself 
on the post-war world by playing up the 
bogey of Communism and by giving Pius 
XII a whip hand at the peace conferences of 
the United Nations. Myron Taylor, steel te 
coon, and others of his class will cooperate 
with the pope’s plans to re-establish reat 
tionary governments, monarchies, if poe 
sible, in the helpless countries of war-tort 
Europe. 


A well-planned propaganda barrage for 4 
papal peace has been launched by the 
Roman Catholic national publicity bureau, 
In Milwaukee Father Callahan, on Novem 
ber 22, gave the pope this build-up: 


“Pope Pius XII has always spoken fi 
peace, worked, prayed, lived for peace. .! 
It is safe to hazard that he, Eugen 
Pacelli, Pope Pius XII, will be known & 
posterity as a Pope of Peace. . . Pius Xi 
is no secluded visionary, but a man of th 
time, very much a part of the world 
day. He has had a wealth of diplomat 
experience, has a profound knowledge 
politics, history, social economy, eth 
He alone of all the rulers of the mom 
is qualified to speak of peace and 
peace with absolute impartiality that 
the prerogative of Christ’s vicar on eartl 
The world does well to listen when P 
Pius XII speaks.” (Catholic Herald 
zen, Nov. 28.) 


Jesuit Father Wilfred Parsons, fo 
editor of America and now professor # 
Catholic University, spoke at the Ursulim 
Convent in Wilmington, Delaware, on 
vember 2, on the theme “Victory in Peace 
Nearly all the wealthy and influential 
Catholics of Wilmington were invite 
Isaac B. Finkelstein, a prominent 
wealthy Jew, was a member of the ¢ 
mittee on arrangements. He congratu 
Mother Agatha, an Ursuline nun, on 
broad, tolerant” manner in which she ¢ 
ducted the forum discussion that folle 
the Jesuit’s lecture. 


Father Thorning of Emmitsburg, } 
land, leading American propagandist f 
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Fascist Spain, also speaks frequently on 
how to avoid anarchy in the post-war world. 

Le Devoir, Catholic daily of Montreal, 
said: 

“Now, Protestants and Catholics, 
Christians and pagans, wish that Pope 
Pius XII may be, if not the sole arbiter, 
at all events one of the master arbiters 
of the peace that is to come.” 


»> * *# 


PAGING ST. CHRISTOPHER 


LADY HALIFAX, wife of the British am- 
passador, lost “a gold bracelet carrying a 
Saint Christopher medal, another medal, a 
horseshoe and a tiny bottle,” according to 
the New York Times of December 13. It is 
unfortunate that things have come to such 
a pass that the legendary Saint Christopher 
can’t even look after himself. 


There is at least some satisfaction in 
noting that newspapers properly designate 
Saint Christopher medals as charms. Thus 
the New York Times of November 27 car- 
ries a column headline: “Some American 
Fliers Put Trust in Charms.” It goes on to 
say: “Captain Joseph R. Rehmet, Alice, 
Texas, co-pilot, wears a St. Christopher 
medal, while Major Gene Byerley, Estes 
Park, Colorado, likes to find a penny just 
before stepping into his plane.” 


It is encouraging to find that most of our 
servicemen have discarded such crude su- 
perstitions, trusting more to the help of God 
and the skilled use of scientific weapons. 


* * 8 


ALL POLITICAL PARTIES in Catholic 
Ireland, from former British Unionists to 
tadical Republicans, are determined to 
aid Hitler by passive cooperation. Only 
acommand from Catholic church authori- 


ties could bring about such remarkable 
unity. 


In a Wake Up America broadcast of last 
October 18, Mr. Johannes Steel, radio com- 
mentator, spoke as follows: 


“The Irish position is incredible and 
certainly of great damage and danger 
to the United States. Ireland today is a 
hest of German spies. The German lega- 
tion in Dublin is composed of 250 peo- 
ple who do nothing else but spy upon 
American troops which are today in 
Northern Ireland. Therefore, the Ger- 
man High Command may be presumed 
to know the composition, size and make- 
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up of the American Army in Northern 
Ireland. That is a scandalous situation 
and something ought to be done about 
it .. . The German legation in Dublin 
has been giving a radio beam to Ger- 
man bombers, which bomb the southern 
coasts of England, all the time during 
the Blitz against the British Isles.” 


Similar testimony of Irish conspiracy 
with Nazi-fascism is found in the Decem- 
ber 6 issue of PM: 


“Charles Gould, co-editor of the Ladies 
Home Journal who returned from Europe 
by clipper plane Friday night, said Axis 
nations had scores of consular attachés 
in Ireland, one consulate having 80. He 
said: ‘They are there for espoinage pur- 
poses.’ 

“Gould said that David Gray, U. S. 
Minister to Dublin, had authorized him 
to tell the American people of the situ- 
ation in Ireland. ‘America helped Ire- 
land gets its freedom,’ he said, ‘and 
now when America needs Ireland they 
are not standing with us.’ ”’ 


ROMAN SHOWMANSHIP 


ARTISTS OF THE THEATRE, such as 
the late George M. Cohan, are not the only 
ones to whose coat-tails the Catholic 
church clings in its passion for publicity. 
Political bigwigs serve the same purpose. 
Such a one is President Quezon of the 
Phillipines, a champion of democracy. He 
is being constantly exhibited as a ‘‘de- 
vout Catholic,’”’ escorted at church func- 
tions in Washington and New York by an 
array of bishops and other prelates. 


The truth is that President Quezon has 
ro great love for the Catholic church. 
When the Eucharistic Congress ‘“played”’ 
in the Philippines, he made it a point to 
be absent. He suggested to General Mac- 
Arthur that they start on a trip to the 
United States ‘‘before the skirted clericals 
arrive.’’ They left shortly before the open- 
ing performance. A few years before the 
war, when a pro-Catholic bill was passed 
by the Philippine legislature to allow the 
teaching of religion in the public schools, 
he immediately vetoed it. His speeches al- 
ways ignore the Catholic church and its 
reactionary principles. 


President Quezon was not only a Free- 
mason for years but also Grand Com- 
mander of the order in the Philippines. In 
recent years, partly to pacify his fanatic- 
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ally Catholic wife and also because of his 
status as present and future political 
head of a Catholic country, he was forced 
to discontinue active affiliation with the 
Masons. He is still with them, however, 
in his love of democracy and liberal prin- 
ciples. The Catholic church, realizing this, 
recently decided to double-check him by 
assigning him a chaplain in the person of 
Jesuit Father Ortiz, who, up to the start 
of the war, was in charge of Ateneo- 
Commonweal radio hour in the Philip- 
rines which conducted a vicious campaign 
against public schools and the principles 
of American democracy. (See THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, Sept. 1941.) 


PASTORAL LETTER OF GERMAN 
BISHOPS 


The Catholic-biased public press of this 
country has distorted the latest pastoral let- 
ter of the German bishops into an attack on 
Hitlerism. Such wishful thinking is far 
from the facts of the case. A truer presenta- 
tion of these facts was given by the New 
York Herald Tribune of December 13, 
which stated: 


“The document is the second of two 
joint pastorals adopted by the bishops at 
the annual Fulda conference last August. 
Brief excerpts from the first reached this 
country in September and also were 
broadcast by the Vatican radio here. Al- 
though the hierarchy served notice that 
the Church ‘clings undauntedly’ to the 
Ten Commandments, the rest of the avail- 
able excerpts commented on the ‘heroism 
and endurance’ of the German soldiers 
and otherwise seemed to give approbation 
to the German war effort.” 


The second of these pastoral letters her- 
alded by our press in mid-December as an 
“attack on Nazism” is nothing of the kind. 
It is obviously a Hitler-inspired exhorta- 
tion aimed at strengthening the slumping 
morale of the Germans. The above-quoted 
issue of the Herald Tribune says: 


“This is believed to be the first joint 
statement ever issued by the German 
Catholic hierarchy against alcoholism 
and, by implication, against drug addic- 
tion. . . The growing addiction of Ger- 
mans to alcohol, drugs and patent medi- 
cines can be linked to the weakening 
morale of the people. Although Nazi lead- 
ers express concern over this trend, they 
are primarily responsible for it. . .” 
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Not only did the German bishops break 
their century-old precedent to strengthen 
German morale but they carefully avoided 
even the condemnation of religious persecu- 
tion, which they mentioned last year and 
on previous occasions. All for the glory and 
preservation of Hitler’s regime! 


ANTI-BRITISHISM IN QUEBEC 


NEWSPAPERS of New York in mid-No 
vember flaunted pictures and write-ups of 
Major J. Armand Sabourin, French-Cana- 
dian Catholic chaplain, who arrived at New 
York en route to Quebec, after being 
wounded at Dieppe. The impression that 
this propaganda wished to leave is that 
Catholic Canada is anti-Hitler. If the Amer 
ican press were interested in truth, it would 
have quoted the Montreal Star of November 
26 which told of the abuse suffered in Cath- 
olic Quebec by returned chaplains. It relates 
the speech of Catholic Senator L. A. David, 
given in Montreal before his fellow French 
Canadians. He said: 

“Why is it that today a man dressed in 

a cassock comes back to tell us that he 

has done his duty at Dieppe in aiding 

Canadians to die, why, I repeat, are there 

attacks against him—even from the puF 

pit, whence should come only truth?. .. 

In Quebec those who have done their 

duty, instead of being acclaimed, are 

hissed, if not actually attacked.” 

In the course of his speech Senator David 
blamed Catholic schools for Quebec’s isola 
tionism, selfishness, lack of patriotism and 
general backwardness. 


* ¢* 8 


PRO-SEMITIC IN WORDS, ANTI- 
SEMITIC IN ACTION 


LIP-SERVICE to the accomplishments of 
American Jewry was skilfully paid in Boe 
ton recently by the shrewd Jesuit, Father 
Ahearn. Every local newspaper gave him 
rublicity. Meanwhile, the Catholic churel 
here in New York and elsewhere com 
tinues to promote anti-Semitism by effec 
tive action that never breaks into print 
This is in accord with the Jesuit motto 
suaviter in modo, fortiter in re, which may 
be freely translated as “appeasing in words, 
ruthless in action.” 

A case in point occurred here in New 
York City a few days after Ahe 
speech. The Jewish Telegraphic Agency @ | 
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December 13 reports that in Saint Nepo- 
muk’s Hall, Monsignor Krasula held a 
meeting representing thirteen Slovak or- 
ganizations and announced the formation 
of a new League of Slovak Clubs ‘“‘without 
distinction of race or creed, except that 
no non-Christian groups can join.” 

































Meanwhile funds are being raised within 
the Catholic church in this country for the 
monthly publication of The Catholic Inter- 
national, a "Christian Front” successor to 
Social Justice. 


On the international Catholic front 
anti-Semitism continues to thrive. A Cath- 
olic deputy at Budapest, Agoston Hitner, 
recently demanded in the Hungarian par- 
liament that Jewish women be mobilized 
for forced labor. 












Monsignor Tiso, papal chamberlain and 
puppet dictator of Slovakia, may now sell 
ail confiscated Jewish property to pay 
Hitler $20,000,000 for exiling into Polish 
ghettos the last 60,000 Jews expelled from 
Catholic Slovakia. 
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‘SCAPULAR MIRACLES’ 


ROMAN CATHOLIC teaching of ‘“‘salva- 
tion by scapulars’’ assures the wearer of 
rescue from purgatory by the Virgin Mary 
on the Saturday following his death. Scap- 
ulars are the particular treasure-trove of 
the Order of Carmelites. How actively this 
devotion is promoted can be seen from the 
following piece from the New York Herald- 
Tribune of last December 26: 















































“The sermon theme of the novena of 
Wednesdays, beginning next week at the 
Carmelite National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Scapular, 339 East 28th Street, will 
be ‘Scapular Miracles,’ with the Very Rev. 
Gabriel N. Pausback, assistant general of 
the Carmelites and religious director of 
the Scapular Militia, as speaker. The 
Scapular Militia has distriibuted nearly 
400,000 brown scapulars to Catholic men 
in the armed forces of the United States.” 


There are other scapulars besides the 
“brown scapulars,’”’ red ones for instance. 
But the brown ones are more powerful, 
as any Carmelite will tell you. More de- 
vout Catholics, however, prefer to take 
no chances and are enrolled in ‘‘the five 
sapulars.”” Literature on the miraculous 
powers of the scapulars may be obtained 
by writing to the Carmelite Fathers at the 
above address. 
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‘BLACK POPE’ IS DEAD 





The late Vladimir Ledochowski, ‘‘Gen- 
eral’’ of the Jesuits. . . ‘‘the fast-mov- 
ing, mechanized diwision of the Cath- 
olic Church,’’ as the Catholic Digest for 
Dec. 1940, called them. 


During his reign, Jesuits increased in 
numbers from 17,000 to 26,589, a larg- 
er number than before they were abol- 
ished by Pope Clement XIV in 1773. 


Oe 


PRETENSIONS of solicitude on the part 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy for 
American negroes expressed in their No- 
vember statement received a rude jolt 
from Canada Lee, star of Natire Son, a 
Broadway play. Catholic authorities con- 
demned Native Son as “‘wholly objection- 
able’ and were understood to be agitating 
its suppression. Mr. Lee is quoted by the 
New York Times of December 7 as follows: 


“How can an organization catering 
to fascist principles have enough power 
in this American democracy to close a 
play—the only play that has anything 
to say about the true conditions of Ne- 
groes under which they must live and 
which we are trying to improve?” 
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POST-WAR FASCISM 


RANCO, in his boastful speech to 

his Falange National Council on De- 
cember 8, made it plain that Spain and 
its Catholic ‘‘eulture’’ would remain 
Fascist and anti-democratic no matter 
how the war ends. Praising the Nazi- 
fascist ‘‘new order,’’ he called the Ger- 
man, Italian and Spanish revolutions 
‘*phases of the same general movement 
of rebellion of the civilized nations of 
the world’’ against the ‘‘liberal 
world,’’ which, he said, ‘‘is going down 
a victim to its own errors.’’ He called 
democracy with its adult suffrage, and 
everything else that came out of the 
French Revolution, a ‘‘vile outfit.’’ 
Continuing, he declared : 


“We are actors in a new era in which 
we can have no truck with the men- 
tality of the past. Spain’s way of think- 
ing cannot go back to the nineteenth 
century, accursed by so many false con- 
ceptions. It is necessary for Spaniards 
to abandon the old liberal prejudices 
and take a survey of Europe in order 
to analyze contemporary history.” 


This must have been pleasant listen- 
ing to the German Ambassador and the 
Papal Nuncio who sat in the old Senate 
building in Madrid along with our 
Catholic United States Ambassador Dr. 
Carlton J. Hayes, and the British Am- 
bassador, Sir Samuel Hoare. 


Franco described Spanish Fascism as 
‘‘a union between national and social 
forces with the supremacy of spiritual 
forces’’—that is, the Roman Catholic 
church. ‘‘There was not only a fusion 
with our national and social ideals, but 
also with our Catholic soul,’’ he de- 
clared. His whole speech was a repeti- 
tion of the denunciations of the demo- 
cratic world to be found in the encyeli- 
cals of the popes during the last cen- 
tury. 
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Of grave import is the Spanish die- 
tator’s prophecy that the war would 
narrow everything down to a struggle 
to the death between the two forces of 
Fascism and Communism—by Com- 
munism he (in common with all the die- 
tators and Roman Catholic spokesmen) 
means everything to the left of Fascism, 
‘‘Whatever projects may exist now,” 
he said, ‘‘the historic destiny of our era 
will be settled, either according to the 
barbarous formula of bolshevist total. 
itarianism, or according to the spiri- 
tual, patriotic formula Spain offers us, 
or according to some other formula of 
the fascist nations.’’ He indicated, 
what is to be feared, that this decisive 
fight will really begin when the military 
phase of the war is ended. 


The anti-democratic forces in Amer- 
ica, such as Father Coughlin’s ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Fronters,’’ which are forced un- 
derground for the duration of the mili- 
tary war, are strengthening their or- 
ganizations in expectation of this po- 
litical and civil conflict to follow. They, 
too, with Franco, hold that the final 
fight will be between the two clearly de- 
fined forees of Fascism and Commun- 
ism; that upholders of liberalism and 
democracy will be obliged to take sides 
with one or the other. They are sure 
of this because they aim to force the is- 
sue in this way. Coughlin once boasted 
that the time would come when his 
‘Christian Fronters’’ would fight all 
“‘Leftist’’ forces ‘‘in the Franco way.” 
By then he would have the open sup- 
port of his church authorities whose un- 
dying hatred of liberal, social progress 
(which they call ‘‘Communism”’) is no 
secret even now. 


In preparation for such a conflict, all 
who cherish our American freedoms 
must now strengthen themselves. For 
then will come the supreme test of our 
entire war effort. 
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BEHIND THE DICTATORS 


HE BOOK, ‘‘ Behind the Dicta- 

tors,’’ which we advertise on 
the back cover of our magazine, has 
much to say about the common aim 
of the Catholic church and the Fas- 
cist dictators to re-establish the 
Holy Roman Empire—after first 
ousting British, Protestant and 
democratic influences from all of 
Europe. 


Further confirmation of this is 
had in a statement made by the 
Rev. Edmund A. Walsh, a Jesuit 
priest who for years was the Vati- 
can’s emissary not only in Ger- 
many but also in Soviet Russia. He 
is also head of the Jesuits’ special 
school for the training of diplomats 
for foreign service, at their George- 
town University in Washington, D. 
C. The New York Times of Febru- 
ary 17, 1940, reported the follow- 
ing significant statement from a 
public speech of Jesuit Father 
Walsh in the Nation’s Capital : 


“The German war aims were out- 
lined tonight as a re-establishment 
of the Holy Roman Empire by Doc- 
tor Edmund A. Walsh, regent of 
the Foreign Service School of 
Georgetown University. Dr. Walsh 
said that he had heard Adolf Hit- 
ler say that the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, which was a Germanic Em- 
pire, must be re-established.” 


This American Jesuit priest was 
largely responsible for the present 
uncompromising hostility of the 
Vatican to Soviet Russia, and its 
consequent alignment with the Fas- 
cist dictators.* 


_- 


*See THE CoNvERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
for June, 1942, “The Vatican and the Krem- 
tin.” pp. 151-2. 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 


INCREASING COSTS make it im- 
possible to continue your subscrip- 
tion after month of expiration. 

Look each month for ADVANCE 
notice of expiration in box on the 
last page. Be prompt in renewing— 
save us time and money. 


SAVED FROM COUGHLINISM 
A SOLDIER writes: 


“T am not a converted Catholic, but was 
fast drifting into Romanism through Fath- 
er Coughlin and his preachings in Social 
Justice when the Lord Jesus Christ found 
and saved me. Hence my particular inter- 
est in your work. Most of the men in my 
unit are Roman Catholics and I would 
very much like to receive your magazine.”’ 


W. W. 


PASSING OUR AMMUNITION 


“NOW that I have read ‘Our Priceless 
Heritage’ by Dr. Henry Woods, I could 
not possibly do without it. For I find it, 
together with the other literature you so 
kindly sent me, most valuable in the for- 
ensic battles that have been thrust upon 
me. 


“As you probably know, I am the leader 
ef a group of people much interested in 


-the doctrinal side of evangelical Christ- 


anity. Almost a third of my group are 
former Catholics, among them a few po- 
licemen of this city. Some of them are 
still attached to the church, and others 
are at war with it and look to me for 
ammunition. Being a non-Catholic by 
birth, I was naturally not in a position 
to speak with authority on matters of 
Roman Catholic beliefs and dogmas. All 
i could do was to give merely historical 
and, above all, New Testament evidence. 
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But with the material you have placed in 
my hands I can proceed dispassionately 
to meet challenge with facts. 


—J. H. D., Chicago, I. 


MISGUIDED CATHOLICS 


FOLLOWING is one of many letters 
received about converted priests from mis- 
guided Catholics: 


“Dear Dr. Murphy: 


I would much rather call you ‘Father’ 
Murphy, but just now I suppose you 
don’t like that. I don’t know anything 
at all about you; I just happened to see 
your advertisement in the daily paper 
and you interested me. 


My first thought on reading it was to 
wonder how one so gifted and blessed 
by God with such intelligence could be 
so stupid to risk the loss of your soul 
for eternity by leaving the Catholic 
priesthood. 


Perhaps you were hurt deeply by 
someone, and your Irish pride was so 
hurt that you lost control of yourself, 
and instead of asking for divine as- 
sistance you started out to get revenge, 
and so joined the ranks of Lucifer with 
the cry, ‘I will not serve.’ 


I see by your picture you are young 
and life may seem sweet to you, but you 
look sad and I know you can’t be sin- 
cere in what you are doing. Men have 
ranted and raved against the [Catholic] 
church for centuries but it still stands 
firm on the Rock of Peter. 


I want you to know that I shall pray 
for you every day, joining my prayers 
with those of your poor mother who 
must be a wonderful woman, so that 
you may use your great gifts to build 
up God’s Kingdom on earth instead of 
trying to destroy it. When the day of 
repentance comes to you, what a power 
for good you will be... 


I shall think of you as my ‘roaring 
lion’ going about seeking whom you 
may devour, and shall pray earnestly 
that Our Dear Lord may tame that lion 
so that you may roar for good instead 
of evil. 


May God bless you and speed the day 
of repentance, is the sincere wish of 


Rose Ingoldsby.”’ 


SPIRIT OF LUTHER 


A PASTOR of an English Lutheran chur 
writes: 


“I HAVE just become acquainted wi 
your magazine and I sincerely beliey 
you are wielding a powerful weapon i 
behalf of evangelical Christianity. © 
would like to use extra copies for eva 
gelizing purposes, and would be gra 
ful if you would quote me prices f 
lots of 50 and 100 copies whenever ya 
have an issue I think would be go 
for this purpose. I think your Decemh 
1942, issue, is such a one. 


‘‘May the Lord bless your work wit 
success.”’ 


TESTIMONY 


“NOT so long ago my wife and I wer 
Roman Catholics, but through reading th 
Douay (Roman Catholic) version of 
Bible we found the One who came ‘ 
seek and to save that which was los 
We both now have liberty in Christ an 
know that we are ‘“‘sealed by the spirit 
God” (Ephes. 1:13,) and have life etert 
(John 10:27-30). 


“We are so happy in our new-fouw 
joy of knowing the Lord Jesus Christ 
our personal Saviour. We have left co 
pletely the Roman Catholic system 
seek now to live wholly for the Lor 
through His grace.”’ 


—H. D. Colgin, Portland, Ore, 


* * * 


STILL BLINDED 


“T DID NOT subscribe for your magaz 
and wherever you got my name I do 
know, however I want it discontinued 
I am not interested, and the more I 
of such papers the better Catholic I 
come. And as for these editors who cl 
to be ex-priests, if they are such, su 
have my sympathy.” 


—Margaret Dunniga 








